Metabolism, Nutrition and Development Research Affinity Group
Pilot and Feasibility Grant Program

The CHOP Metabolism Nutrition and Development Research Affinity Group is soliciting applications for pilot and feasibility studies in nutritional sciences, obesity, and related disorders.  The project may be a basic, translational, or clinical study that focuses on children or adults, or related animal models. Priority will be given to proposals that are innovative, foster collaboration among Research Affinity Group members, and will be used to support future grant applications.  
The program provides funds (usually up to $12,000) for a limited time and are intended to provide support to collect preliminary data sufficient to support RO1 grant applications, K-applications or foundation awards for independent research support.  We anticipate that two grants ($12,000) will be awarded this year, depending on the number of highly qualified applications received. 
Eligibility

All Research Affinity Group faculty members are eligible and may include new investigators or established investigators, with the intent of using pilot data to support major grant applications. Applicants who are not faculty require a letter of support from their faculty mentor.
Proposal Preparation

1. Proposals are due June 17th, 2022, and should be emailed to Babette Zemel (zemel@chop.edu) and Shemeika McLaren (mclarens1@chop.edu). 
2. Format (3 pages)
a. Cover page: includes abstract of up to 250 words (see attached)

b. Rationale for the study (1 page): this section should (a) provide sufficient background to demonstrate the need for the pilot and feasibility study (b) describe the aims and hypotheses of the study, (c) explain how the data to be collected will be used for obtaining funding for a larger study; (d) demonstrate collaboration among Research Affinity Group members.

c. The research plan (1 to 2 pages): give a sufficient description of how the study goals will be implemented within the time frame given.
d. NIH-style biographical sketch: standard NIH biosketch form for the primary investigator and all other investigators. 
e. Detailed budget and justification (1 to 2 pages): A description and justification of the funds requested, and how they will be used. Funds cannot be used for investigator’s salary.
f. Letter of support from faculty mentor for non-faculty applicants only. 

For additional information, please contact:


Dr. Babette Zemel at zemel@chop.edu or 215-313-4299
Award Terms

1. This is a one year grant. Funds must be used prior to June 30th, 2023.  Extensions beyond that date are possible but not guaranteed.
2. Awardees are required to inform the Research Affinity Group in the event that the Pilot/Feasibility Project receives external funding during the project period.

3. A final progress report is due one month prior to the close of the project period.  The one page report will contain a synopsis of scientific progress, a list of resulting (or planned) collaborations, publications, and grants, and a description of the relationship of the project to the Research Affinity Group.

4. Awardees will provide updates concerning other support, resulting publications, and research activities for the Research Affinity Group’s annual report.

5. Awardees will be expected to present their study at a Research Affinity Group Meeting.
