
Types of Uncertainty that Can Influence Whether a Clinician Proposes Palliative Care

Should I propose 
palliative care?

Prognostic Uncertainty
How will the patient do?

WELL

COMPLETE

CLEAR

CONFIDENT

ACCEPTING/
COLLABORATIVE

SUPPORTIVE

AGREEMENT

RANGE OF POSSIBILITIES

Informational Uncertainty
Do I have enough information?

Individual Uncertainty
What do I think?

Communication Uncertainty
How well can I broach the topic?

Relational Uncertainty 
How will the family react?

How will this impact our relationship?

Collegial Uncertainty
How will my colleagues react?

Inter-Institutional Uncertainty
What will other medical centers say?
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