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CPS POLICY REDEFINED

Å The American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) Child Passenger Safety Policy 
Statement

Ḑ First issued in 2002, reaffirmed in 2007

Å Dynamic change in Child Passenger 
Safety over the past decade:

Ḑ Scientific evidence has grown

Ḑ Legislation and regulation has expanded

Ḑ Restraint use has dramatically increased

Ḑ Automotive & restraint  system design has 
changed

Å AAP released revised CPS Policy 
Statement in April 2011 issue of Pediatrics

Å Policy statement and Technical Report 
authors:

Ḑ AAPôs Committee on Injury, Violence, and 
Poison Prevention
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WHAT YOU WILL LEARN TODAY

Å The evidence behind the revised 

recommendations

Å What is different

Å Why they changed
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TOO MANY AFFECTED

The burden of motor vehicle 

crashes is great.

Å Leading cause of death for 

children ages 4 and above

Å Result in more than 5,000 

deaths each year to those 

under age 21

Ḑ This number comprises 15 

percent of all crash fatalities.

Å For each fatality, 400 more 

children and youth receive 

medical treatment for injuries.

Age (years)

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2007

Leading Causes of Death
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THE MODERN ERA OF CPS

Å July 8, 1996: USA Today 

publishes article describing 

how children are killed by 

passenger air bags

Å Education and laws 

increase

Ḑ Rear seating for children

Ḑ Use of age-appropriate 

restraints
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THE MODERN ERA OF CPS

Å The number of crash-

related deaths declines 45 

percent between 1997 

and 2009 for those under 

age 16. 

Å The lives of approximately 

4,800 children have been 

saved since 1997 due to 

improvements in child 

passenger safety. 

Number of Pediatric Motor 

Vehicle Fatalities
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THE MODERN ERA OF CPS

Å Children under age 16 

spend nearly as much time 

in motor vehicles as adults.

Ḑ Average: 3.4 trips / 45-50 

minutes per day

Source: National Household Transportation Survey, 2009
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Å The more time spent in motor 

vehicles corresponds to 

increased crash exposure.

Ḑ Age-appropriate restraint use on 

all trips is so important.

Exposure of Children to Motor Vehicle Travel
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RESTRAINTSïHOW THEY WORK

Å Restraints are designed to:

Ḑ Reduce the risk of being ejected during a crash

Ḑ Distribute energy load to bones rather than soft tissue

Ḑ Limit crash forces by prolonging deceleration 

6-year-old children in 35 mph frontal impact crash



©2011 The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia Research Institute. All rights reserved.9 |

RESTRAINTSïHOW THEY WORK

Å Types of Restraints

Ḑ Vehicle restraints: air bags, seat belts

Ḑ Add-on restraints: child restraint systems (CRS)


